


HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS SESSION

Building codes in the Caribbean and Central America
By    Gabriel      Fernández del Pino     Búrdalo



Intro / objectives / expectations

The speaker, Gabriel, has limited knowledge:

• I only know something about some. I have been deployed in: Honduras, Dominican 

Rep. Haiti, Cuba, Panama, Bahamas, El Salvador, and Jamaica. In some, many years 

ago... I guess the participants have also limited knowledge, but know others.

• So, in order to learn more, 5 minutes Gabriel, 5 minutes participation.

• Expectations. I would like to look at what is important to know / prepare. What are 

your expectations? (please leave them for the 5 minutes participation time).



Key points 1

~ S&S, B. codes are CONTEXT SPECIFIC, but also similar for facing similar climatic 

conditions, among other issues.

• E.g. El Salvador vs Honduras / similar documents / but differ by implementation / 

practical compliance in some cases. SV Co supervision report vs HN Co sheets 

blowing...

• Dominican Republic vs Haiti...

• Cuba vs Bahamas or Jamaica...

• I guess you know other countries / locations you can share later. 



Key points 2

what is important to know / prepare?:

• All codes are available online. So, search* / get it, and read it before landing (all are 

long documents, but some have specfic housing sections, or dwellings sections).

• *can be in the GSC website, but out of date.

• Touch base ASAP with local architects / engineers to gather information about in 

what extend the building works practice complied with the B. code and other related 

regulations. So:

• consider other norms such as urban / rural plans (e.g. No-building areas), 

enviromental regulations, fire safety regulations, etc. 

• Consider cross-cutting issues such as HLP, Gender, Inclusion (e.g. Persons with 

diabilities), etc.



share learning!

gabrielfdpb@yahoo.com

Now, please, 

participate!

mailto:gabrielfdpb@yahoo.com


THANK YOU!

gabrielfdpb@yahoo.com
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