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Syria Eart akes Response 2023

' Global Shelter Cluster UPDATE

More than 1,000 people died in Jandairis in the aftermath of 6 February earthquakes, making it one of the most affected areas in North-West Syria.
Photos: OCHA/Madevi Sun-Suon, 18 February 2023

SITUATION OVERVIEW

It has been one month since the earthquakes struck Syria and Turkiye on 6 February 2023 which have caused
thousands of casualties and destruction in both countries. In the case of Syria, the North-West area has
been the most affected and the latest reports' indicate that about 1,900 buildings have been completely
destroyed, and more than 8,800 buildings are partially damaged but still unhabitable.

OVERALL NEEDS & RESPONSE

The inter-cluster estimates that 8,8M people have been affected by the earthquake, and the Shelter Cluster
estimates that approximately 5,3M people are in need of shelter and non-food items (NFIs)". with 10,000
households having lost their homes, and 45,000 households unable to return to their damaged houses.
According to REACH’s assessment from 15 February, 250,000 individuals need emergency shelter and over
440,000 individuals need emergency NFls.

The Shelter Cluster and its partners have been responding to the emergency needs and as of 05 March they
have reached:
e 440,500 people with emergency non-food items including blankets and mattresses
53,700 people with tents and temporary shelter
150,000 people have benefited from structural damage assessments
e 20,000 people reached with items and equipment to support debris removal

A comprehensive inter-sector needs assessment at Whole of Syria (WoS) level has not been conducted yet
and damage assessments are ongoing. The Shelter Cluster and its partners are continuing to work on
understanding the extent of the damage and the need for emergency shelter, as well as for repairs and
reconstruction, to move as quickly as possible towards providing dignified shelter and living conditions.

The Global Shelter Cluster (GSC) has deployed two Senior Roving Shelter Cluster Coordinators to Gaziantep
and a dedicated remote Roving Information Manager, with backup from the GSC team.
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DETAIL NEEDS

Based on preliminary data and associated
assumptions, 8,8M people have been
affected by the earthquake and 5,3M
people are estimated to be in need of
shelter and NFls. Thousands of families
are still sleeping out in the open and need
urgent shelter assistance. Some have
sought refuge in damaged buildings,
others with host families including in
existing IDP sites and collective centres
and new reception centers. Freezing
temperatures, snowfall and heavy rain
further threatens life and health,
particularly in children, elderly and people
with pre-existing vulnerabilities.

Overall, 170 sub-districts in 43 districts in ten governorates have been impacted by the earthquakes. The most
affected areas include Aleppo Governorate where 4,2M people have been affected to varying degrees and almost
3M people in Idleb Governorate. The districts with the highest number of death and injuries are Harim, followed
by Afrin and Jebel Saman.

Structural damage is particularly severe in Idleb and Afrin district in Aleppo. In the Syria Hub, there is no
comprehensive assessment as yet, but UNDAC's™ assessment highlight that 111 collective centres in Aleppo are
hosting 36,200 people™ displaced by the earthquake. Rapid structural damage assessments are ongoing in Aleppo,
Lattakia, Tartous and Hama governorates. In North-East Syria, local authorities are conducting structural
assessments to identify buildings deemed safe. In North-West Syria, 77 new reception centres are hosting over
53,700 people affected by the earthquake according to the CCCM Cluster.

The needs range from minor to major repairs through to life-saving emergency shelter and NFI assistance. Of
those affected, the SNFI sector estimates that approximately 900,000 people are in urgent need of humanitarian
SNFI assistance. Through the Flash Appeal, the SNFI sector aims to target approximately 509,000 people. the SNFI
sector aims to target approximately 509,000 people.

DETAILS OF THE SHELTER RESPONSE

The Shelter and NFI response to date can be summarized through the activity table below. This table is based on
the activities captured in the Flash Appeal, and include the total number of people targeted per activity,
compared to those reached as of 2 March:

Activities People People
targeted reached
Activity 1: Adaptation of collective centres for temporary occupancy 18,000 955
Activity 2: Provision of emergency NFls 348,850 440,508"
Activity 3: Provision of emergency tents/ temporary shelters 85,400 53,751
Activity 4: Provision/ installation of emergency shelter kits/ materials 47,500 4,700
Activity 5: Mobilizing items & equipment to support authorities & debris removal | 25,000 20,148
Activity 6: Support structural assessments 51,920 149,997

Syria Hub

As of 2 March, Shelter Cluster partners have assisted the Syndicate of Engineers and local authorities in structural
assessment of damage buildings, and have assessed more than 3,457 buildings” in the three most affected
Governorates. Shelter partners are assisting local authorities in Aleppo on the feasibility of installing prefabricated
housing units to accommodate the affected population.

Shelter partners are implementing adaptation works at 18 collective centres, 9 each in Aleppo and Lattakia to
ensure safety, security, privacy, and protection from the elements for thousands of people. NFI partners have
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reportedly assisted 222,199""individuals with emergency NFI assistance to maintain health, dignity, and personal
safety; and enable protection from the prevailing harsh winter conditions.

North-West Syria Cross Border Hub
On 05 March, 28 partners reported completed and ongoing activities. The biggest needs have been reported in
the following sub-districts: Jandairis, Dana, Al Bab, Janudiyeh, Afrin and Salgin. Shelter Cluster partners have
provided assistance to:

e More than 53,000 individuals, supported with tents;

e More than 110,000 individuals, supported with emergency NFls;

e Around 4,700 individuals supported with emergency shelter kits.
Two interagency and inter-cluster missions have been undertaken to NW Syria, with the first on 21 Feb consisting
of the SNFI Cluster team with OCHA, IOM, UNFPA, WHO including the interim Deputy Regional Humanitarian
Coordinator. Subsequently, on 1 March, the SNFI Cluster conducted a technical mission to North-West Syria
together with IOM, UNICEF and the WASH Cluster. The purpose of the mission was to assess the shelter conditions
in reception centers hosting families displaced by the earthquake in Azaz, Aleppo.

The Shelter/NFI Cluster in collaboration with RedR UK conducted two online training sessions on Shelter Structural
Damage Assessments on 24 and 27 February. The training was a condensed session designed for engineers and
technical staff.

Debris removal activities have started, according to Early Recovery (ER) Cluster, 7 partners have already cleared
11,756 m3 of debris in the locations of Afrin, Armanaz, Atareb, Dana, Harim, Jandairis, Janudiyeh, Maaret
Tamsrin and Salquin. ER cluster reported in the coming months, enormous work will be needed to conduct
debris management, including rubble removal activities in Azaz, Jihr Ash Sungur, Jabel Saman, and Al-Bab.

FUNDING

The funding requirement for the first 3 months is 52M USD and currently only 14.5M USD has been funded leaving
a gap of 37.5M USD. The Flash Appeal aims to cover an initial period of three months from February to May 2023
and complements the 2022-2023 Syria Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP). Even prior to the earthquakes, the
humanitarian response has faced significant and chronic underfunding. All clusters covering north-west Syria were
underfunded by the end of 2022 and 48 per cent response funding gap was identified in the last quarter.

KEY MESSAGES

The lack of a comprehensive needs assessment, especially for people who are in hosting arrangements, is hindering
targeting efforts of sector partners. Much of the aid is being provided to families taking shelter in collective or
reception centres, resulting in less support being provided to families in hosting arrangements or in existing IDP
sites.

There is a need to scale-up emergency assistance with temporary shelter and emergency NFls, whilst also starting
as soon as possible with dignified shelter assistance, with repairs and rehabilitation, including site improvements.
Partners are encouraged to conduct assessments in the affected areas to undertake repairs and rehabilitation of
damaged apartment units, for those designated as safe by local authorities.

Donors and the humanitarian community need to consider that the needs go beyond the newly affected people
from the earthquake. The situation as reflected in the HRP 2023 is and has been dire for the past 11 years for people
constantly being displaced by ongoing conflict, affected by harsh weather conditions and almost non-existent
livelihood opportunities. The requirement to fund the HRP is critical and should be considered along the lines of the
response to the earthquake emergency.

Access to affected areas remains a key challenge, with debris and infrastructure damage preventing essential
humanitarian aid delivery. This is exacerbated by extremely cold and wet conditions, that have prevented access
to some affected areas. Additionally, until the opening of 2 new crossing points on the Turkish-Syrian border on 16
February, the arrival of humanitarian goods only through one point hampered the humanitarian response.
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COORDINATION

The Shelter and NFI response in Syria is coordinated by Whole of Syria Shelter and NFI sector, itself divided into
two hubs: (1) Syria Hub, and (2) North-West Syria Cross Border Hub
WoS Shelter and NFI Sector: website | Syria Hub: website | NW Syria XB Hub: website

All the information about the coordination of the Earthquake shelter response is available in:
Syria 2023 Earthquakes Shelter Cluster website

TEAM CONTACT DETAILS

Bobbie Baker, WoS Shelter and NFI Sector Coordinator. UNHCR. bakerb@unhcr.org
Rahul Doddi, WoS Shelter and NFI Coordination Support. UNHCR. doddi@unhcr.org
Samir Kheir, WoS Shelter and NFI Sector IMO. UNHCR. im2.wos@sheltercluster.org

Caroline Dewast, NWS XB Shelter NFI Cluster Coordinator. UNHCR. dewast@unhcr.org

Alexander Reigber, NWS XB Hub Cluster Support Officer. UNHCR. reigber@unhcr.org

Fredrika Moberg, NWS XB Hub Reporting Officer. UNHCR. moberg@unhcr.org

Mohammed Alamir, NWS XB Hub Cluster Co-Chair. Care International. coord.turkey@sheltercluster.org

" Information extracted from data collected and analyzed by ACU: https://acu-sy.org/

i Refer to the Flash Appeal, https://response.reliefweb.int/whole-syria

i | JNDAC: United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination.

v Age Gender Breakdown of 36.2k are: a. 29% women; 18% men, 22% girls and 31% boys; and 5% are pregnant and lactating
women.

vV Reported figures under provision of emergency NFls should be read as assisted, rather than reached as only the initial needs
[which can be either one item or multiple items] are met during the emergency phase of response.

viThe actual number of buildings assessed are much higher and local authorities shall release the outcome of the structural
assessments in the coming days [Officials in Lattakia released the preliminary results of the structural assessment on March
1t 2023].

Vi Due to delays in reporting, the above may not fully reflect the response provided to date.

Page 4 of 4


https://sheltercluster.org/response/whole-syria
https://sheltercluster.org/response/syria-hub
https://sheltercluster.org/response/nw-syria-xb-hub
https://sheltercluster.org/response/syria-earthquake-2023
mailto:bakerb@unhcr.org
mailto:doddi@unhcr.org
mailto:im2.wos@sheltercluster.org
mailto:dewast@unhcr.org
mailto:reigber@unhcr.org
mailto:moberg@unhcr.org
mailto:coord.turkey@sheltercluster.org

