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The Global Shelter Cluster envisions a world where all people affected 
by humanitarian crises have timely access to safe, dignified, and 
appropriate shelter and settlement solutions, in accordance with the 
humanitarian principles and the right to adequate housing.

Vision

objective
To achieve this vision, the Global Shelter Cluster partners will lead 
effective, efficient, and accountable humanitarian shelter and 
settlement action to achieve extended impact and optimal reach.

Promote integrated approaches 
to preparedness and response

Improve environmental impact

Enable safe, secure, accessible, 
and protective living conditions

Plan and advocate for recovery 
and durable shelter solutions from 
the start

Advocate for shelter and settlement 
responses to be prioritized and 
resourced

Improve targeting of the most 
vulnerable people

Achieve greater scale of coverage

Extended IMPACT optimal reach
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Strategic priorities

Promote integrated approaches to preparedness and response
•	 Emphasize that shelter is a foundation for wider outcomes 
•	 Demonstrate the consequences of inaction  
•	 Achieve a multi-sectoral approach through linked or joint programming. 
•	 Adopt a settlement approach 

Improve environmental impact
•	 Prioritize environmental considerations in organizational strategies, guidance, and tools 
•	 Strengthen capacity to deliver environmentally sustainable and climate-smart approaches  
•	 Foster an integrated approach to environmental protection and climate change mitigation 

and adaptation  
•	 Implement locally appropriate shelter solutions  

Enable safe, secure, accessible, and protective living conditions
•	 Promote the centrality of protection 
•	 Mitigate protection risks, including gender-based violence and sexual exploitation and abuse 
•	 Be accountable for actions to promote inclusion, considering age, gender, and disability  
•	 Promote housing, land, and property rights 

Plan and advocate for recovery and durable shelter solutions 
from the start
•	 Foster incremental recovery through long-term planning to increase community resilience  
•	 Apply disaster risk reduction principles 
•	 Support self-recovery and self-reliance to achieve locally appropriate solutions 
•	 Adopt durable Shelter solutions 
•	 Transition international coordination mechanisms to local systems    

Advocate for shelter and settlement responses to be prioritized 
and resourced
•	 Respond in a timely and appropriate manner  
•	 Strengthen preparedness, contingency planning and anticipatory action  
•	 Mobilize adequate resources 
•	 Increase donor engagement 

Improve targeting of the most vulnerable people
•	 Include marginalized populations  
•	 Apply a shelter-severity classification  
•	 Advocate for humanitarian access to affected populations 
•	 Use area-based coordination 
•	 Consider urban, peri-urban, and rural contexts  

Achieve greater scale of coverage
•	 Optimize cost versus quality 
•	 Increase multiplier effect  
•	 Use cash and market systems  

Extended IMPACT optimal reach
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