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– Concepts and 
Policies 

– Starting points
– Practicalities 
– Q and A

As I go through the 
presentation feel free to 
pose questions in the Chat 
Box. We see how many we 
can answer as we go along.
We will also have a more 
open Q&A at the end of the 
session

What will I cover? 



It may not be as hard as you think. 
And you may already be doing it. 

Hands Up! 
Who has ever “Greened” their 
response? 



▪ Reducing the environmental impact of the 
response

▪ Improving the environment as part of the 
response 

What is Greening a Response?



What is Greening a 
Response?

▪ Greening is Greening 
▪ Links greening to funding - hard 

to get Cluster members to do 
things they don’t have $ for

▪ Improves the quality of a 
shelter response 

▪ Can create greater owner-
driven engagement 

▪ Provides an entry point for 
strengthening coordination 

Improving the 
environment as 

part of the 
response 



▪ Using debris as construction materials 
▪ Clearing debris – correctly (no dump-and-run)
▪ Using shelter materials correctly to maximize 

use
▪ Thinking through the life-cycle of assistance –

what to do with old plastic sheeting or tents? 

Some Examples 





A topic not that well developed in 
humanitarian response 

Has some possible pitfalls
• Land tenure and land ownership 
• Asset ownership
• Contested visions 

• But a good challenge to give to 
shelter actors, particularly after 
the initial response and during 
transition stages 

https://www.fs.fed.us/nrs/pubs/gtr/gtr-nrs-
p-185papers/04-tidball_gtr_nrs-p-185.pdf



Reducing the environmental impact of the response

▪ Procuring and delivering aid 
with less negative impact 
on the environment 

▪ Materials 
▪ Packaging 
▪ Transport (stuff and people)

Can include 
- Reduce
- Return to sender
- Recycle 
- Reuse 
- Repurpose 
- Refuse!



The Policy 
Perspective

Examples
IOM - Global Environmental 
Sustainability Programme

UNHCR – energy, reduce 
the environmental impacts 
of shelter materials





LSE Study: 

- Humanitarian NGOs are 
increasing adopting “green” 
polices, guidance, statements

- Gaps between policy and 
application 

- “Bottom-up” efforts (good 
news!)

- Some donors interested in 
greening operations, 
particularly logistics (but how 
much are they willing to pay?)

Also
Research on 
- Life Cycle Analysis 
- Circular relief economy 

The Global Shelter 
Cluster

- Statement on reducing 
single use plastic

- No Greening Statement



All is not lost 



Some Examples from the Field





▪ Something is better than nothing 
▪ Don’t say environment (until later)
▪ Coalition of the willing
▪ Positive reinforcement and peer pressure
▪ Tap organizational policy and bottom-up 

interest  

Opening the Green Door



Greening the 
Response 

Help when you need it: 
• ECoP/Environment and 

Disaster Management 
Program

• Agency environment staff 
• Joint Environment Unit 
• Donor Governments 
• Environmental NGOs

- Reducing the 
environmental impact 
of the response

- Improving the 
environment as part 
of the response 
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