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Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities WG 
Meeting Notes

Date and time: Thursday 21 March 2019. 10h00-11h00 Geneva time                                	       

Participants: Pauline Thivillier (Humanity & Inclusion), Kate Aykroyd (Humanity & Inclusion, Amy Anderson (CRS), Kirstie Farmer (NRC), Kavita Brahmbhatt (IOM), Sonia Molina (German Red Cross/ Independent), Karolina Brach (Medair), Ryan Smith (Independent), Francis Moran (Bath University), Jamie Richards (CRS), Saumya Kaushik (Visionary Design Development), Mary Ann Jackson (Visionary Design Development), Loren Lockwood (HRRP), Leeanne Marshall (Australian Red Cross).

1.0 Welcome and Introductions

2.0 Presentation from Humanity & Inclusion team on the Disability Data in Humanitarian Action project  

· Update on the HI Disability Data in Humanitarian Action project (presentation attached for more information) where HI has been working to improve the availability of quality data on persons with disabilities and increase its use by humanitarian organisations.
· Humanitarian actors currently lack information and knowledge about available or appropriate tools to collect disability data. They often use binary questions, which lead to underreporting. Without knowing the number of persons with disabilities, humanitarian actors are not equipped to identify and address the needs of persons with disabilities, or design and implement inclusive projects.
· There is a real need to understand and collect data on these issues. Following intensive consultations, HI have recently launched an E-LEARNING on Collecting Data for the Inclusion of Persons with disabilities in Humanitarian Action – The Application of the Washington Group Questions (WGQs). This is included as part of a learning toolkit providing guidance on the application of the WGQs.
· The toolkit includes a 4 modules e-learning, a training pack for enumerators as well as support resources (FAQ, planning checklist, flowchart and a How to ask the questions - do's and don'ts) The training is for any humanitarian staff interested in improving their understanding of data collection using the WGQs.
· There will be a webinar on the learning toolkit next Thursday 28 March 9:30am London time. To find out more click here. 

Action: Co-leads to share presentation and links

3.0 Sharing of Health and Shelter events coming up in May (UK Shelter Forum, Health and Shelter Workshop)
·  A two-day conference is being organised for the 9th and 10th of May in London. Day one is technical workshop, day two is the UK Shelter Forum, both will have focus of health and shelter. 
· Technical workshop program is still being finalised. Will have a keynote speech trying to link in with their current theme of shelter and health, with a lens of gender and protection of people using shelters. Will then go into 3 breakout groups: one on physical wellbeing (disease, vectors, waterborne diseases etc), another on comfort (will involve BRE talking about minimum ventilation requirements and Oxford Brookes talking about energy and others on thermal comfort). The final group will have a socio psychological focus and will include: cultural norms and dignity; gender based violence; livelihood, anxiety and depression and also disability and illness. Hoping that the working group can somehow be involved in this last one and that All Under One Roof can be included in some way. Groups will work together and come up with a presentation that will be delivered at the UK Shelter Forum the following day highlighting what was discussed, what the main issues were and what needs to be done to make an improvement. Happy to have remote presentation from WG members or take ideas and contributions for discussion. 
· UK Shelter Forum also happy to make a slot for presentation (update on working group) or ideas for break out groups. One group will be on inclusion and shelter and it would be good to have input into exploring other areas of inclusion of persons with disabilities that we don’t always think of (eg mental health). 

Action: 
· MM to send All Under One Roof manuals to workshop
· WG members to send ideas to the co-leads for UK Shelter Forum group discussions/ activities 
· Co-leads to get in touch with organisers to discuss ideas further
 

4.0 Update on the Baseline mapping of Inclusion of persons with disabilities in shelter and settlements programming consultancy
· Great response to the EOI process (over 20 proposals). Good to see interest in the work and capacity in consultants to complete the work. 
· Interviews underway and looking forward to having the candidate finalised by end of next week with the consultancy started late March. 
· Consultancy will require input and support from the wider working group to complete the work. The consultancy wants to get a good picture of what is happening on the ground, where are the barriers, where is support needs etc. Please share relevant information, reports, evaluations, lessons learned. Also any links to local disability organisations and forums.

Actions: 
· Co-leads to share outcome when consultant is selected
· Working group members to continue sharing information, lessons learned and available data
· KB to share DFID disability helpdesk details with WG

5.0 Updates from WG members 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Medair: have recently piloted including physiotherapists in the shelter assessment tools to get a better understanding of people’s needs. This has helped make assistance more adaptive and appropriate. Medair has found that the multi-sectoral approach to shelter has helped to deliver better results. 
· Visionary Design Development: around their current project to review All Under One Roof with Architects for Peace.
· IFRC: Looking at introducing items into the emergency response catalogue that will ensure that persons with mobility issues still receive WASH items. This is something that could also happen in shelter and be addressed in the working group.
· Self-recovery working group (GSC): Looking at engagement pathways and communication. There is no specific integration for persons with disabilities in the software side of shelter either. We tend to focus only on the physical side, but need to understand more about how people access information, can participate in trainings etc when differently abled. 

Action: 
· Working group members to share these types of examples and information with the consultant when they are on board.
· Co-leads to follow up on idea for improving shelter items catalogue (as has been done with WASH).
· Co-leads to link self-recovery working group around some of these issues. 

6.0 AOB 
· N/A

7.0 Conclusions

7.1 Next meeting: 
· Late April
Action: Co-leads will send doodle poll to find appropriate time

7.2 Conclusions/ summary of actions:

	Action
	Who
	By when 

	Investigate/ suggest potential case studies
	All
	Ongoing

	Identify opportunities to test AUOR and other guidelines
	All
	Ongoing

	Collect and share insights from in-country teams (lessons learned etc)
	All
	Ongoing

	Share HI presentation and links
	Co-leads
	March 24

	Share DFID disability helpdesk details with WG
	KB
	March 27

	Link to self-recovery working group
	Co-leads
	March 29

	Send doodle poll for April meeting
	Co-leads
	March 31

	Share outcomes of consultancy selection process
	Co-leads
	March 31

	Send ideas for UK Shelter forum group discussions and activities
	All 
	March 31

	Contact UK Shelter forum organisers to progress engagement of WG
	Co-leads
	March 31

	All Under One Roof manuals to be sent to UK Shelter Forum & workshop
	MM
	April 30

	Follow up on idea for improving shelter items catalogue
	Co-leads
	April 30
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