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Background to the profile 

The Shelter Cluster Vanuatu has developed the ​“Environmental Checklist for Shelter Response” ​to                         
fill a gap in the knowledge base of the cluster highlighted during past responses. Linking to the                                 
cluster’s ​Technical Guidelines for Shelter Preparedness and Response to Natural Hazards​, the                       
profile informs environmentally sustainable shelter programming by making key information                   
about environmental considerations, impacts, concerns and opportunities relevant to shelter                   
and settlements programming available and accessible to Shelter Cluster partners. 
 

 
A technical working group (TWG) was established in May 2019 to ensure that the process of                               
drafting this profile draws on the extensive knowledge of Shelter Cluster partners and                         
Government counterparts working across Vanuatu, to develop relevant and up-to-date                   
country-specific guidance. The TWG continues to provide a common platform for partners to                         
contribute to the content of the profile and pilot in future responses. 
 

Structure of the profile  
Building off the 2018 Sphere Standards, the profile contains a ​checklist outlining key actions to                             
be taken by the coordination team, program managers and field staff during each phase of the                               
humanitarian program cycle, and ​annexes (see ​List of Annexes​) which provide further guidance                         
on the each of the actions. The structure is designed to be as operational as possible and allow                                   
users to easily access relevant information without having to read the entire document. The                           
annexes can also be read as one country profile.  
 

 

It is recommended that coordinators, program managers and field staff be familiar with the                           
content of the whole profile. Given the role of shelter and settlements in promoting health,                             
supporting family and community life, and providing dignity, security and access to livelihoods,                         
and environment being a cross-cutting issue, this profile is also relevant to other sectors. Issues                             
of livelihoods, WASH, food security and energy are referenced, but not presented in the same                             
level of detail.   

 



 

List of annexes 

00  Checklist 
Annex  Title​ (and links) 
01  Vanuatu environment and disaster context  
02  Key Actors 
03  Regulatory requirements and institutions 
04  Ecologically Protected Areas and areas of environmental and cultural 

sensitivity/importance 
05  Vanuatu hazards and maps 
06  Environmental Management & Monitoring Plan 
07  Project Management Cycle and Sustainable Construction 
08  Guidance on rapid environmental impact assessment for shelter and settlements 

programming 
09  Utilising GIS Data for Enhanced Humanitarian Shelter Programming 
10  Environment & site selection and planning issues in Vanuatu 
11  Security of Tenure and Environment in Vanuatu 
12  Site Decommissioning 
13  Green building practices and most common building materials 
14  Green Logistics & Procurement 
15  Greening household items 
16  Key considerations for energy and fuel in Vanuatu 
17  Debris and waste management, recycling, reuse and repurposing 
18  Climate risk management and adaptation & nature-based solutions 
 
The checklist and annexes are living documents that can be revised and added to by the                               
Shelter Cluster over time as new information becomes available. Future revisions will help to                           
ensure that environmental and shelter and settlement related issues and practices which vary                         
greatly over Vanuatu’s 6 provinces and 83 islands are captured.   
 
Current members of the TWG include chairs Shelter Cluster Vanuatu Lead Public Works                         
Department (PWD) and co-lead International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent                       
Societies (IFRC), Global Shelter Cluster Environment Community of Practice (GSC ECoP),                     
International Organisation for Migration (IOM), National Disaster Management Office (NDMO),                   
Vanuatu Red Cross Society (VRCS), CARE, Department of Environmental Protection and                     
Conservation (DEPC), and Department of Forests. 
 
For further information, to input to the country profile, or to provide any feedback please                             
contact us at ​coord1.vanuatu@sheltercluster.org  
 

 

https://www.sheltercluster.org/shelter-environment-technical-working-group/documents/environmental-checklist-shelter-response-v14
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18AeA09r6mJmTUgWAOV4aOna8FHHvmU7QQwNd8gPCDgs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14bJgKiOjH5Qmt5JS1NYocSHPaCaBS-9xj8ROLlU52k0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12isNCxZZAGvUBwuhvdD3PWlZ-w1Ya2I-HvO5KoRPWlM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19AQQ9xgYdgwjviDklDYtZRufiHZU90TkEGsnYrmWKH4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19AQQ9xgYdgwjviDklDYtZRufiHZU90TkEGsnYrmWKH4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QgPsUa9ELjVp6w0OrDzk0I1A--09EPZT9zTpCxoB9xE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A4E-WQgKr60_X__MZFPqHZaZPG00pOThLjJhf3OCsAs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FJ4B7bV2NmRgE0D-tqS5ZYTTsoQ2UMkrLQvO1V2Eky8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ubEA_BICjvE8SL4wiNwX4QB7mwuEOQ38YoRu4IuFnQU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ubEA_BICjvE8SL4wiNwX4QB7mwuEOQ38YoRu4IuFnQU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dZJfngrVjDxDWj0tbL9_CH86pH18v5tI1_gYef4votA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14p0OoikvQS9Fd1gsAwtmOZhckJAvzlHccOa5E1opmHk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GxHKphWxDfF68DZDRvnEhk9a996a-u4bkPS_1fu41nI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1k6OEKSVWu_68KHuyAqhRVSdi1vFRdtY3_JwbqAKUcmg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kPzouTVyOY7VRN_Y1dxtt53b4WRiQy-B4LcDW1_zPXY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QSYLsGjD5ULSeQkSvA7ElEMCPuozz_bLxmeX6emf6jY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Qee-a78qW8ZqLdxCLejet2bQTTo5YIWs3TAAdKL4Yb0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HpI_4fqZ6ODW23H02jtw7lcfvl2ppECfRdUdKGpuYNs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12mZ2Den03B06E9QZV-IcrdNwDb4Vph6m5UW4j7bqw60/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RO0hcT7pGiy3Cxlq5r9i_fKTuIGb9XHKWWumPQrS_lM/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:coord1.vanuatu@sheltercluster.org

