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EMERGENCY NEEDS ASSESMENT
in Mahadaay district, M/Shabelle region
EXECUTIVE SUMMURY

The ongoing offensive attacks conducted by AMISON and Somali National Army. Most parts of south and Central Somali have witnessed liberation of people coming back to areas where Al-Shabab militias have been ejected. A case in point in Mahaday a village located 27km from Jowhar the capital of Middle Shebelle, Mahaday village is densely populated with IDPS and Host community that severely hit by floods, clan fighting and have made the village their permanent settlements. previously Mahaday had a population of about 10,000 inhabitants, but with the offensive attacks the number of the IDP has gradually increased to 4,150HHs making one of the home of the IDPs from Fiidow, Harar lugoode, Jimbileey, cali fooldheere, Ceelbaraf, Maansoor, Duduble, Awbele, and Iji, This huge number has increased the needs of the IDPs with many IDPs pleading for humanitarian support. This was witnessed during ORDO General Food Distribution on 29.7.2014 Where some of the food was looted by some of the hungry population and also the mass plea of help at the distribution points. This actions and the plea from the local Government requested ORDO to conduct a need assessment in the village to assess the situation and request for help form the donor agencies to come rescue by designing an intervention. On 20th of August we requested some of our volunteers who were trained during our previous assessment on data handling to and help us to conduct the need assessment. About 20 youths and 5 elders converged and coordination meeting was conducted with the help of our field staffs. The assessment was conducted for 10 days where 3 sectors were assessed in depth this included WASH, Food security & livelihood and Shelter/NFIs. The results indeed indicated that that there is a huge humanitarian need in all the sectors because majority of the people have come from their homes with nothing to survive on in terms of shelter, Water, Health Services ,hygiene awareness and food is scarce not only in the market but also at household levels. This is due to failed rains.
The assessment results showed that only about 10% of the whole population can access clean and safe water that is through mobile water which is provided by bye SNA, 90% also  confessed not have ever been reached with sanitation and  hygiene information 80% households in Mahaday are facing food insecurity, which has resulted to 65% of children and pregnant mother suffering from malnuitrtion.90% of the populations have no income generating  activities .which is geared by high level of illiteracy,85% of the new and old IDPs are living in stick houses covered by nylon ,old clothes or old blankets, commonly known as Buul. The new IDPs have also confessed that they have not received humanitarian aid for the 6 years they were under the harsh rule of Al-Shabab militia group.
Introduction

Mahadaay is a town in the southeastern M/Shebelle region of Somalia, Mahadaay is located about 27 km northwest of Jowhar, along the Shabelle river, Mahadaay has a population of around 10,000 inhabitants; the broader Mahadaay District has a total population of 51,230 residents.  Mahadaay district has a about 15 villages including; Buurfule, Buurane, Fiidow, Hudur ciise, Shaam, Diinlawe, Mansuur, Obaale, Duduble, Majabaale, Doonkahare, Fiiidow, Kiliga shiinaha, Dhiingaras, and Dabaylay. Mahadaay people are pastoralists; they keep goats, cows. A part of Mahadaay was under al-shabaab for the past 5 years, at the moment whole Mahadaay did become under the leadership of the Somalia federal government after the Indian Ocean Operation taking place in some regions of Somalia. 
Objectives
The overall objectives of the assessment was to asses and identify the emergency needs of the inhabitants in Mahadaay who are recently displaced from the areas where the fighting is taking place between Alshabab and Federal government together with AMISOM  where they had not received any aid for the past 7 years due to ruthless Al-Shabab militia tyrannical leadership.

The overall objective was achieved through an integrated assessment of the following aspects of WASH, Food Security, Health and Shelter conditions for these displaced people and host families: lack of access clean water, practices of improper hygiene and sanitation, lack of livelihoods and food insecurity, poor health condition within high rate of malnutrition as well as shelter was taking place the biggest need of these IDPs.

Target Locations 

The assessment locations were selected based on the recent claims from the community and district authority where there are people arrived recently from the areas Alshabab running to after offensive attacks from SNA & AMISOM. The assessed locations included; Buurfule, Buurane, Fiidow, Hudur ciise, Shaam, Diinlawe, Mansuur, Obaale, Duduble, Majabaale, Doonkahare, Fiiidow, Kiliga shiinaha, Dhiingaras, and Dabaylay. 

ANALYSIS OF FINDINGS OF ASSESMENT

In the study, focus group discussion FGD was conducted in Mahadaay IDPS centers, comprises of total 6,871 households. The total population of IDPs centers surveyed was 7741.

Demographic

In the households interviewed most of the houses are women led families with 60% having 5 -8 people living in a family. Majority of the family members are children aged below 10 years 5years f age. In Mahadaay, Fiidow, and Shaam IDPs center which hold most of the IDPS who have migrated from their homes from Fiidow, Harar lugoode, Jimbileey, cali fooldheere, Ceelbaraf, Maansoor, Duduble, Awbele, and Iji because of clan wars, floods and now AMISOM and SNA offensive attacks (Indian Ocean operation), have seen and increment in the number of IDPs who previously 5,000 and now about 8,000 which is 40 % rise. Many of the respondents who were IDPS confessed that they used donkey to carry their few luggages they could carry and the children while the elders walk from their home to nearby IDPS centers while some other have settled with host families who were previously living in Mahadaay. The whole population comprises of 10,000 households, with IDPs taking 60 % of the total population and the host community tales 40% of the total population.

A  significant  percentage  of IDPs  arrived  at  their  current  location  between  six months  and  one  year  ago  (40%)  while  10%  had  been  in  the  settlements  for more than a year. % 50 %had arrived between 3 and 6 months ago.
Humanitarian Support

Mahaday village has a total of 10,000 household which is a relatively big number and thus densely populated. Interviewed households indicate that the new IDPs haven’t received humanitarian aid for the last 7 years this was because elf the strict rule of the Al-Shaba who refused to humanitarian agency to step food in their land, the old IDPs showed that only 30% had received humanitarian aid for the last two months that is NFI and General food Distribution. Currently 85% of the Household are in emergency need of humanitarian support from all sectors food, water, health and education.

Source of income and expenditure.
Mahadaay village is mostly populated by IDPs who came from their home with nothing apart from their children. Being people who are originally farmers and their level of illiteracy is very high due to the fact that they never valued education and valued farming as their main source of income. Most of them confessed that they only source of income is begging or child labor who move from place to place t clean shoes and women have to walk for along distance to go and look for domestic jobs in Jowhar a job which is always not guaranteed because of the stiff competition they face from the host community.60% of the interviewed respondent indicated that they get 50,000 Somali Shillings in a day or sometimes nothing at all. They also said that a bigger percentage of their income always goes to food because medical, water and education is very expensive. This is so because the food in the market which is the only source of food is very expensive this is because f poor roads and unavailability of food in the market.
METHODLOGY

Due to time constraints and ever growing needs of the inhabitants the team was divided into 5 groups with each group consisting of 5 embers with a team leader. Each team was given different directions to follow during assessment both at communal and household levels. The team leaders were given questionnaires that were derived from the Shelter, WASH and Food security and Livelihoods clusters. The teams were advised to randomly select the houses of both the old and the new IDPs so as to assess the previous and recent situation.

RESULTS
A- SHELTER
The  assessment  results  demonstrate  the  significant  NFI  and  Shelter  needs  of  the IDP population and unless humanitarian aid  is provided to the IDPs, these needs will grow as more IDPs arrive into Mahaday. The IDPs, regardless of when they arrived in Mahaday, simply do not have the resources to construct adequate shelter.  A buul should offer a basic level of shelter from the elements, as well as safety, security and dignity. Shelter from the elements:  70% of the buuls do not have cover that is continuous and so offer no protection from the sun, cold, heat or rain. Safety and Security: 65% of the buuls cannot be locked while 78% are made from materials that can easily be cut open using a knife. Dignity: 71%  of  the  families  live  in  a  single  room  while  34%  do  not have a source of light at night. 70% do not have a place to cook while most alarming, 17% are living in less than 3.14m of space, similar to an average 2 - person camping tent.  Setting the standard that a buul must provide all three of the properties listed above, namely shelter, safety and dignity means that the vast majority of the 25,000 households require assistance. Applying just the basic standard that a buul must provide shelter from the elements means that approximately 8,000 Households (6,000 IDPs) need assistance (90%).   This is a considerable gap.

SHELTER

Using observations and interviews shows that the inhabitants are living in shelters that are in a sorry state.80% of the inhabitants came to Mahaday with nothing apart from the clothes they were wearing and few sticks. They were forced to move out and about to look for few pieces of clothes an nylon papers that they were to use for construction of their buuls.65% of the buuls have no roofs on tops, have no doors, nothing to cover the floors, to worsened the old cloths are toned and have many holes that cold air can pass through, cant shelter them from rains, someone can look in them with no much struggle.
The enumerators were asked to extend their arms and measure the diameter of the buul in relation to their arm span. This distance is approximately 2m and so any buul that was less than this is assumed to be less than 2m in diameter which equates to 3.14m.In total, 17% of the buuls measured had a diameter less  than  2m  and  so  the  family  is  living  in  less  than  3.14m. The  average household  size  of  these  small  shelters  was  over  6  which  means  that  each family  member  had  0.52m each  which  is  a  square  of  70cm  x  70cm.   The SPHERE guideline is 3.5m per person and so for those living in these small buuls, they have 7 times less space than the guidelines. It  is  commonly  reported  that  due  to the  lack  of space  inside  the  buul, family members sleep outside in the spaces between the structures. During the rains, this causes a multitude of serious health and hygiene related problems 6.17  In  total,  34%  of  the  households  had  no  artificial  lighting  at  household  level. This includes candles, torches or paraffin lights. This low figure has significant protection, livelihood and health implications, 20% of households reported a theft from  their buul in the last 12 months. This is low considering that the majority of the buuls are unlocked.
The results also showed how the how the buuls have defied the protection aspects. This includes: Shelter from the elements:  66% of the buuls do not have continuous cover and so offer no protection from the sun, cold, heat or rain. Safety and Security:    89% of the buuls cannot be locked while 78% are made from materials that can easily be cut open using a knife. Dignity:    71%  of  the  families  live  in  a  single  room  while  34%  do  not have a source of light at night. 70% do not have a place to cook while most alarming, 17% are living in less than 3.14mof space, similar to an average 2 person camping tent.

Non-Food Items (NFIs)
80% of the Households in Mahaday have not received any NFI since arrival. The only humanitarian aid that they have receive dis the food AID from WFP and ORDO.Their housing conditions continues to be very poor, due to light rains which ha always continuously destroying their poor buuls. Thus forcing them to request NFIs. Within this these vulnerable IDPs have home NFIs; such cooking pots, plates, plastic sheets and etc.
Protection

As per discussions with some of the community elders, the security situation seems to be volatile as Al-Ahabab’s guerilla war attacks has not yet ceased. At present, the IDPs feel safe due to the presence the Government and AMISOM forces. However, the lack of full trust in the sustainability of the security remains an obstacle for the population. 

Despite many of the people are seen with the effects of trauma due to the extreme fear and intimidations caused to them  by Alshabab, the sufferings of the host community and IDPs which has been associated with their run-into during Alshababs control  in the area emphasizes on their needs to be provided with counseling and psychosocial support.

A huge number of children and youths in Mahadaay are seen not engaged to any level of schooling thus remaining exposed to the risks of abuse, trafficking and recruitments. 

The town’s vicinities are suspected to contain mines and explosive remnants of war. IDPs and People in the outskirts of the town are concerned of the potential risks of the remaining of land mines and other weapons.

Based on random meeting with some IDP women, sexual abuse and violence is a major concern for them. Several mothers raised interceptions by unidentifiable men during water and firewood fetching. The situation reportedly left them with mental stresses to carry out some of their household activities. 

Recommendations

· Provisions of emergency NFIs to the IDPs; in addition ORDO is willing to provide the transportation and distribution costs of any NFIs.
· Provision of Mine Risk Education - MRE since the area is contaminated by ERWs.

· Promotion of GBV education to these IDPs in order to avoid violence against women and children.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS 
· Distribution of emergency food. 

· Provision of livelihood programs for employment as income source; such FFA based on road or canal rehabilitation.  
· Provision of basic WASH services such as; Water trucks, emergency latrines, hygiene and sanitation promotion, also distribution of hygiene kits will take place.
· Provision of Health services such as; MCH, nutrition centers, mobile clinics, and etc.

· Provision of shelter and NFI kits
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