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Social housing is an umbrella term referring to rental housing which may be owned and 
managed by the state, by non-profit organizations, by private sector, or by a combination of 
the three, usually with the aim of providing affordable housing. Social housing can also be seen 
as a potential remedy to housing inequality

The primary role of social housing is to help households with problems in gaining access to 
decent housing on the market to find accommodation in an adequate social and urban mix.



Ukraine Shelter Cluster
ShelterCluster.org
Coordinating Humanitarian Shelter

Different Countries, different 
cultures, different models

TYPE OF SOCIAL HOUSING PROVIDERS IN THE EU-15 (‘OLD’ MEMBER STATES)

Stateowned Public or publicly
controlled 
companies

Not-for-profit social
housing companies

Social

housing 

companies
Germany No Municipal companies

Public companies (Bund et 

Länder)

Co-operatives Yes

Austria Yes No Associations andcompanies No

Belgium No Municipal companies No No

Denmark No Municipal associations Associations of independent

managementunits

Co-operatives

No

Spain Yes Public companies Co-operatives Yes

Finland Yes Municipal associations Associations

Co-operatives

Yes

France No Public bodies

Companiesofmixedeconomy

Not for profitcompanies

co-operative companies

Yes

Greece Yes OEK No No

Ireland Yes No Housing associations/ Co-

operatives

No

Italy No Localpublichousingcompanies Co-operatives Yes

Luxemburg Yes Low-cost housing Fund

National company of lowcost 

housing

No No

The

Netherlands

No No Enterprises (corporaties) No

Portugal Yes Public body Co-operatives

Charities

Yes

United 

Kingdom

Yes Yes (ALMO’s) Approved social landlords Yes (marginal)

Sweden No Municipal companies co-operative companies No

Source:CECODHAS–USH–Dexiasurvey,2007
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Challenges in 
UNECE region: 

Lack of accessible 
housing supply 
and increased 
needs (conflict 
accentuates this) 

Targeting Beneficiaries, different models
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Incomes & Expenditures 
(for IPDs according IOM NMS)
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IDPs debts & solvency ratio
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Spending Pressures of IDP renters claiming to earn less than 2500.5 UAH 
in last 30 days 
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Spending Habits of Non-Displaced People in Donetsk and 
Luhansk 
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People of Concern in Collective 
Centres

 75% of Collective Centres that are currently in 
operation do not require their residents to pay 
for rent

 Increasing risk of eviction which will have the 
most direct consequences for IDPs with 
disabilities, the elderly, and those who have not 
had to maintain regular employment more 
acutely singled headed households 
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Presentation of Technical Essay

 Pre-Conflict Housing 
market in Ukraine

 Repairing Homes; 
Repairing Communities 

 Integration/relocation

 Displacement in urban 
contexts 

 Reforms in Ukraine

 Shelter as key to recovery 
process 

More	than	Just	a	Roof	

School	Popula on	Pre	
and	Post	Crisis	

Services	for	Most	
Vulnerable	

Figure 1 along contact line the linear reconstruction process encompass rehabilitation of more than just a roof. Shelter Cluster 
visual material


